"Synaptic" ribbons in the pineal gland of the horse.
Previous studies on the ultrastructure of the horse pineal gland did not report the presence of "synaptic" ribbons, functionally enigmatic pinealocyte organelles regularly occurring in other mammalian species. The aim of the present study was to reinvestigate the horse pinealocyte in this respect. Careful investigations here reported allowed detection of "synaptic" ribbons in the pinealocytes of all the examined animals, although in a relatively low number (5.4 +/- 2.0 per 20,000 microns 2 of pineal tissue; mean +/- SD). The ultrastructure of "synaptic" ribbons in pinealocytes of the horse resembles closely that observed in other mammalian species.